@ eyHanaO

| ntrodudion

@liswvesit in that dawn tobediveOWilliam Wordsworth penned those lines on the
French Revolution but had the great poet till been around in the 1960s he might wdl have
equdly gpplied them to Scottish footbdl in the historic season of 1966-67.

Modern supporters under the age of 45 may wonder what al the fuss was about. Many,
weary of thetadestold by those longer in tooth, greyer of beard, fuller of paunch and thinner of
hair, may have tired of the stories of this sesemingly fabled past and questioned the memory B if
not the sanity Dof those who proclaimed that these were indeed the @ood old daysO

And yet they were. The record books don®lie. During this single season Scottish
footbalersdid indeed ascend footbdl® Everest. The world champions were humbled in their
own backyard. The might of Europe bowed down to Scotland@finest. Record books can give us
the bare facts but they can never describe the passion, excitement and sheer exultation of those
who were there or those who watched on TV. Those who can remember what happened and
who, when they tell their tales of olden glory, exaggerae not one whit.

Yet amid the great achievements of the nationa team and Scottish clubsin Europe B
Scotland’s humbling of England, Celtic’s victory in the European Cup, Rangers’ march to the
Cup-Winners Cup Fina and the great performancesin continenta competition from
Kilmarnock, Dundee United ahd Dunfermline Athletic Bcame other equaly historic
moments. Such as Berwick Rangers triumphing over their Glaswegian namesakesin the
Scottish Cup. Perhaps the biggest shock in that competition@long history. Historic too, but for
the wrong reasons, was the demise of Third Lanark, one of the founder members of both the
SFA and the Scottish League.

That sad event came a the end of aseason the likes of which may never be seen again in
severd lifetimes. But a the time few considered 1966-67 to be unique. It was regarded in some
quarters as merely the restoration of footbal@rightful order. The @vha@L ikeUsbrigade found
recruitment easy forty years ago.

But in the main it was atriumphant rather than triumphalist Scotland in 1967. Just like
the French Revolution it was ayear few could have predicted beforehand but many could explan
aterwards. For those who can remember the events of those hacyon days, the next line of
Wordsworth@ poem is the most apposite. But to beyang wes vary heavenlO
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(The@ndon 66-67)

If the agony of England®@World Cup win had rankled so badly north of the border then
spare athought for the hundreds of thousands of Scots living and working in England who had
to put up with the assertions of globd supremacy on aregular basis. And of those, surely the
Scots in the worst position of dl must have been the saverd hundred who earned their corn as
players, trainers, coaches and managers in English footbdl. They had to endure the gloaing every
single day.

It might be difficult to comprehend now - in an erawhen there are more Dutch and
French playersin the English Premiership than there are Scots B but there were over 100 Scots
playing in the top divison alonein England in 1966-67, 110 to be precise. Of the 22 top flight
clubsal bar one had a least one Scot on the books. The exception was West Ham United and a
the end of the season they broke the world record transfer fee for agoakeeper to Sgn
Kilmarnock® Bobby Ferguson! There were few jokes about Scottish goakeepers either in 1966
as many top English clubs relied on them. I n one extreme example, Burnley had THREE
Scottish kegpers B Adam Blacklaw, Harry Thomson and Matthew Tyrie. But they were far from
done. Chelseahad Tommy Hughes, Liverpool had the @lying pigdd Tommy Lawrence Band he
was backed up by Jchn GubbyGDgston. Ex-Killie man Campbell Forsyth was a Southampton
and another former Rugby Parker, Sandy McLaughlan, was with Sunderland. Bill Brown wes, as
he had been for severd years, with Spurs. And even some of the nominaly English keepers had
Scots connections. Both Bob Wilson of Arsend and David Harvey of Leeds became Scottish
internationdists while Gordon Marshall of Newcastle had previoudy played for Hearts and his
son Bdso Gordon Bbecame another Scottish internationa keeper ageneration later. Another
seventeen Scotsturned out regularly as kegpersin the lower English divisions B seven in Division
Two, four in Divison Three and six in Divison Four.

Sunderland and Leicester City both had ten Scots players registered with them but taking
pride of place were Leeds United with even Bnot counting Harvey. When it cameto top flight
managers Scots were wel represented too. The flamboyant and controversiad Tommy D ocherty
was in charge of Chelseq, the quieter spoken but no less effective Matt Gillies was boss a
Leicester and ex-Scotland gaffer 1an McColl was manager of Sunderland. Then of course there
were the two giants of English club management D Bill Shankly of Liverpool and Matt Busby at
Manchester United.

As dways, Scotswere wdl to the fore in English football in 1966-67. I n the
League Docherty® Chelsea and Shankly® Liverpool were anong the early leaders before Man
Utd put together an impressive run. Busby@side lost six times by Boxing Day but then embarked
on atwenty-match unbeaten run to the end of the season. While the genius that was George Best
naturdly drew many of the plaudits D Best was the only United player to feature in every League
and Cup match Bthere was atrio of Scotswho played a significant part in Busby®team. Pat
Crerand was the driving force in midfield and up front the Scots pair of Denis Law and David
Herd carried al before them. For the past four seasonsthey had been Man Utd@top scorers B
eclipsing even Best and Bobby Charlton. This season was no different and that was dl the more
remarkable considering Herd missed the run-in. The striker broke aleg while scoring in the first
minute of the game againgt Leicester. Herd was close to his 33 birthday and he never really
regained the form which made him one of the outstanding goalscorers of the 1950s and 1960s.
His strike againgt Leicester was his sixteenth in the League this season. He had banged in four
against Sunderland and a hat-trick v West Brom. Overal, he scored amost 270 first class godsin
English football in acareer spanning almost two decades.
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Denis Law, by comparison, wasin his prime. The only Scot ever to be crowned
European Footbaler of the Year (in 1964) had just turned 27 and was till the most expensive
player in British footbal, having cost United £115,000 to sign from Torino in 1962. Law scored
25 times this season, 23 in the League and was on target twice at Upton Park in early May when
United clinched the title with a 6-1 thrashing of West Ham B an occason which led to rioting in
the crowd and many fanstaken to hospitd. For Matt Busby this was the fifth time he had led
Man Utd to the championship. They had finished runners-up on afurther six occasions, reached
four FA Cup Finasand won two of them. It was afantastic record in its own right. Considering
the rebuilding which had to take place after the Munich disaster in 1958 Bwhen Busby®own
surviva hung in the balance for weeks Dit is an even more remarkable set of achievements.

But if the Scottish influence was big at Old Trafford it was absolutely massive at Roker
Park. Sunderland had dways had a strong Scottish connection  having been founded by a
Scottish teacher back in 1879. But in 1966-67 it was larger than ever. In Neil Martin they had the
only Scot to score more goasin England this season than Denis Law. Martin hit twenty in the
League and afurther six in the FA Cup in which Sunderland lost in an epic fifth round clash
against another heavily Scottish influenced side B Leeds United. Sunderland@main concern was
surviva though and this they achieved under 1an McColl and thanksto the efforts of playerslike
Martin, Jchn O®lare, thethree GeorgesBHerd, Kinnedl and Mulhdl Band club record signing
Jm Baxter. Also playing arole at Roker Park were the likes of Harry Hood, Bobby Kerr and Billy
Hughes.

At Leicester, Mt Gillieswent about thingsin hisusud understated and unruffled way.
Histeam finished eighth in the table, ahead of severd more fancied clubs. Aberdonian Jahn
Soberg was arock in defence but the Scottish contingent was better represented up front with
Jmmy Goodfdlow and D avie Gibson providing the anmunition for Jackie Sinclair to score 21
league godls.

Law, Martin and Sinclair may have led the way but they weren®the only Scotsto take
centre stage at their clubsthis season. George Graham wastop scorer at Arsena with 11 despite
spending the first quarter of the season with Chelsea. Andy Lochhead was top striker a Burnley
with 18 and anumber of other ScotsBdthough not top scorers a their clubs P nevertheless
wedghed in with significant contributions. There was Herd of course but adso the likes of Frank
McLintock scoring nine from midfield a Arsend. That was atdly dso reached by lan & Jchn &
Liverpool and Peter Lorimer of Leeds. Mulhdl bagged dleven a Sunderland and Alan Gilzean
netted eighteen timesfor Surs.

These players were al what would now be caled Gigh-profileGiguresin English football
but al of them Beven Law Dwere to alarge extent overshadowed by the two biggest
persondities in the English game. Both of them managers. Both of them Scots. Bill Shankly and
Tommy Docherty had taken their respective clubsfrom the Second Divison doldrumsto the
top rank in England.

Shankly had dready won two English titles and an FA Cup with Liverpool in the three
preceding seasons. By his own high standards 1966-67 was a quiet season. Liverpool finished
fifth in the League and were knocked out of the FA Cup by rivals Everton. There wasn®even
the League Cup to fdl back on as adomestic consolation. Then, as now, this tournament was
regarded as second-rate by the big clubs. The difference was that entry wasn®compulsory.
Liverpool Bdong with Everton D decided not to even take part in the competition. Thiswes
because the Merseyside giants were involved in Europe and Shankly®great ambition was to
become the first British manager to win the European Cup.

In hisone previous atempt his Liverpool team had come mighty close. Only dodgy
refereeing decisions had seen the Reds go down in the semi-final againgt Inter Milan. Thistime
Liverpool thought they were better prepared. But they struggled againg Romanians Petrolul
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Ploesti. A 2-0 Anfidld win was wiped out by a3-1 lossin Romania The away godsrule wes yet
to be introduced in the European Cup so Liverpool were forced into aplay-off on neutra
territory. At astadium later to witness one of the game®@ worst tragedies and in which Liverpool
were also present Bthe Heysal in Brussels D Shankly®@ side won 2-0. Their next opponents were
the little known and even less-fancied Ajax of Amsterdam. On December 7th 1966 a Liverpool
team packed with Scots® Tommy Lawrence, Bobby Graham, Billy Sevenson, lan & Jchn and
skipper Ron YeasBwas given afootbdling lesson in the Olympic Sadium in Amsterdam in
front of acrowd of 55,722. By half-time they were four gods down asthe Dutch team Dled by
an unknown cdled Johan Cruyff Btore them apart. It wasthe first glimpse of what would be
known as @ota footbalGnd the Reds had no answer to it.

Liverpool were five down before grabbing aconsolation god in the last minute. Even
ater such asystematic demolition, Shankly was typically bullish about his side® prospects,
claiming that the Anfield aamosphere could see them overturn the deficit. Cruyff Dand the wily
Dutch coach Rinus Michelsbhad other ideas. And even the K oppites among the crowd of
53,846 must have known there would be no reviva when half-time arrived with the game
godless. Cruyff scored twice in the second half with Roger Hunt responding for Liverpool both
times so that the second leg finished 2-2. But Bill Shankly® second atempt to win the European
Cup was over.

England® other European entrants al had strong Scottish contingents. Everton
departed the Cup-Winners Cup in the last sixteen, beaten by Red Zaragoza, despite the presence
of Jmmy Gabriel, Sandy Brown, Alex Scott and Goodison idol Alex Young Bthe Golden
Vision@Qn their ranks. In the Fairs Cup, West Bromwich Albion were comprehensively beaten by
Bolognabalso, like Liverpool and Everton, in the last sixteen. In the Baggies team were Eddie
Colguhoun, Doug Fraser and Bobby Hope. It was adouble disappointment for Fraser and Hope
asthey had aso been in the West Brom side which threw away atwo-god lead in the first League
Cup find played at Wembley when they were beaten by Third Division QPR four days before
the second leg against Bologna

Burnley performed better in Europe, reaching the quarter-finds before bowing out to
Eintracht Frankfurt. Blacklaw, Thomson and Lochhead all assisted their campaign, as did young
winger Willie Morgan. The English side that did best in Europe was Leeds United and they were
the most GcottishCof them dl. Willie Bell, Billy Bremner, Bobby Collins, Eddie Gray, Peter
Lorimer and D before he returned north to join Aberdeen BJm Sorrie al lent ahand to the
Yorkshire club® European exploits as they marched through to the semi-finas where we shall
meet them again in alaer chapter.

Absent from Europe this season were Cardiff City who were frequent Cup-Winners Cup
entrants by virtue of winning the Welsh Cup. They had to take aback seat while rivas Svansea
played instead Dand were eliminated in the first round. Cardiff@ Scots boss Jmmy Scoular had
hishands full fighting relegetion to the Third Division. That achieved, Scoular led histeam D
with Scot Don Murray akey player Bto Welsh Cup successin 1967, thus securing European
footbal for 1967-68. Another Scot with a successful season who could look forward to Europe
was veteran defender Bob McKinlay who skippered Nottingham Forest to runners-up spot in the

League.

The one manager who matched Shankly in the QuotesbilityCitakes loved by the English
mediawas Tommy D ocherty. The @ ocChad transformed Chelseafrom standing joke into one of
the top clubsin the land Bthe epitome of swinging London. Ther gate receiptsfor 1965-66 were
aclub record. But like Liverpool, 1966-67 wasn®their best season in the League and Docherty
not for the last time Bfound himsdf in trouble with officialdom, being fined £100 by the FA for
insulting areferee and was later censured by his own directors over comments made in the press.
Having fallen out with some of his players, notably Terry Venables (who he transferred to Sours),
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over club discipline and with the team slipping towards mid-table, Docherty@survival a
Samford Bridge was now in question for the firgt time since his gppointment in 1962.

His podtion was strengthened (for the meantime anyway) with arun in the FA Cup.
Chelseahad never won the trophy and had gppeared just oncein the Final Band that was back in
1915. Docherty had taken them to two successive semi-finds, both at VillaPark and both lost. In
1967 he led them to athird Villa Park semi but thistime they beat Leeds United 1-0 to take them
into thefirg dl-London FA Cup Fina to be played a Wembley.

Their opponents were Tottenham Hotspur Daclub with afar better pedigree than
Cheseawith four previous FA Cup triumphs Btwo of them as recently as 1961 and 1962.
Docherty fielded three Scotsin hisline-up. Eddie McCreadie at |eft-back and wingers Charlie
Cooke and Jchn Boyle. Sours, managed by Bill Nicholson and with Venablesin the team, dso
had three Scots P atriker Alan Gilzean, right-winger Jmmy Robertson and left-half and captain
Dave Mackay.

Mackay was one of the most decorated playersin the game with League and Cup medals
from both sides of the border with Hearts and Spurs. He was dso a the veteran stage of his
career and had recovered from two career-threatening leg breaks. For neutrds otherwise
uninterested in this inter-London clash, Mackay B and by extension Spurs - was the popular
choice.

In front of afull house of 100,000 at Wembley on May 20t 1967 Scots provided the
game®@pivota moments. Surprisingly it was the comparatively unheralded pair of Robertson and
Boyle rather than their more celebrated countrymen who took centre stage. Five minutesfrom
the break it was the former S Mirren man Robertson who grabbed the opening god and midway
through the second haf the same player set up Frank Saul to score Tottenham@® second.
Chedsea@only reply was alate goa from Bobby Tambling, provided by acrossfrom the
Motherwdl-born Boyle.

In truth 2-1 was aflattering scoreline as Sours had dominated the mach. D ocherty
would have to wait ten more yearsto manage awinning team when his Manchester United sde
were successful in 1977. But for D ave Mackay it was the crowning moment of his career. Mackay
had played in that horrendous Wembley game when England beat Scotland 9-3in 1961. Yes, he
had those other FA Cup victoriesin hismedd haul but this was different. Not only had he
recovered from those terrible injuries, for the first time he was the cgptain of the winning
Wembley side. It was his seventh B and last D appearance as a player a Wembley DBthreefor
Scotland, three for Sours and once as a schoolboy back in 1950. There could be no better way to
mark the occasion than to climb the famous steps and lift the FA Cup.

When Mackay hoisted the trophy before the jubilant Sours fansthe curtain rang down
on the English season. For Scotsin the English game it had been another successful year and one
in which they could hold their heads high after having to live through the aftermath of the World
Cup. How badly did that day in 1966 affect Scotsliving in England? Famousdy (or infamously,
depending on which sde of Hadrian®@ Wall your perspective isfrom), Denis Law preferred to
play golf rather than watch the match. Perhaps more surprisingly isthe fact that in al the years
since, despite the repeats, the videos and the DVD's, Denis Law STILL hasn®watched the 1966
World Cup Find. He has though seen the gods and maintains b like hundreds of thousands of
other ScotsBthat the third goal never crossed the line.

Law and Mackay were two of the dl-time greats of footbdl and that can be stated
without fear of contradiction. Here were two proud Scots who spent the greater part of their
careers (in Law®case virtudly dl of it) in English football and their role has been officialy
recognised. England@N ational Football Museum first opened its doorsin Preston in 2001 and a
year later it launched its Hall of Fame. Of the many thousands of players who were eligible for
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consderation just twenty-two were selected for inaugurad membership. DenisLaw and Dave
Mackay were among them. A further indication of the standing of Scotsin English footbal in the
1960s isthat of only six managers smilarly inducted, Sr Matt Busby and Bill Shankly were both
included. Of dl the Scots who have played and managed in England in the forty years since then
just one player DK enny Ddglish Band one manager BSr Alex Ferguson Bwere dso among the
inaugurd Hall of Famers. And of those inducted since then there have been only three more
Scots DWembley Wizard Alex James, ex-Liverpool star Alan Hansen and another Sxties legend
DBilly Bremner. Tha® nine Scots in total, representing over 140 years of organised footbal. In
1966-67 five of those nine were either playing or managing in English football.

They too Band their hundreds of compatriots working south of the border Bplayed
their part in making this Scotland@ greatest ever season.



